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Lord John Alderdice 
 
A psychiatrist by profession, John, Lord Alderdice has been a Liberal 
Democrat member of the House of Lords since 1996.  As Alliance Party 
Leader, he played a significant role in the negotiation of the 1998 
Belfast/Good Friday Agreement and was the first Speaker of the new 
Northern Ireland Assembly.   
 
He then served as one of the four members of the Independent 
Monitoring Commission, appointed to close down the operations of the 
paramilitary organizations.  Formerly President of Liberal International, he 
is currently Executive Chairman of The Changing Character of War 
Centre at Pembroke College, Oxford, and President of The Concord 
Foundation. 
 
 

 

Mr Hayder al-Khoei 
 
Hayder al-Khoei is director of foreign relations at the Iraq-based Al-Khoei 
Institute, an Islamic seminary and interfaith academy, where he focuses 
on intra and interfaith dialogue across the Middle East region. 
  
Hayder was previously a fellow of the Middle East and North Africa 
programmes at the Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham 
House) and the European Council on Foreign Relations, where his 
research focussed on political and security developments in Iraq and 
Syria. 
  
He holds an MA in International Studies and Diplomacy from the School 
of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, and an MA in 
Islamic Studies from the Islamic College, London. 
 



 

Mr David Amar 
 
Since 2015 David has been Consultant to Minister for Religious Affairs 
dealing with appointment of rabbis and dayanim. This involved 
appointment of district rabbis, city rabbis, settlement rabbis, and dayanin 
to the District Rabbinic High Court, the national High Court, Conversion  
Court, and overseeing the Minister's Committee for these appointments. 
 
Over the years David has handled budgeting for the Rabbinic Courts,and 
the Chief Rabbinate. This included negotiating with the Treasury and 
other government offices to raise salaries for city rabbis, and budgets for 
local Religious Councils. During his time significant raises were approved 
for the above bodies. All this was accomplished while maintaining close 
contact with Jewish communities worldwide, North and South America, 
Europe, Eastern Europe, and parts of Asia. The activities included 
providing for the religious needs of these diverse communities, and 
dealing with local governments to do so. They also coordinated these 
religious activities with the Chief Rabbinate of Israel. 
 
 

 

Rev. Canon Dr Trond Bakkevig 
 
Trond was General Secretary of the Church of Norway Council on 
International and Ecumenical Affairs (1984-93) and deeply involved in the 
struggle against apartheid. He was personal advisor to the Norwegian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs (1987-88). 
 
Since 1996, Trond is facilitator and convener of dialogue and cooperation 
between religious leaders in the Holy Land (involving the Chief 
Rabbinate, Patriarchs and Bishops, Chief Judge of Sharia Courts). He also 
moderates several other interreligious dialogues between partners in the 
Middle East and the West. Trond has moderated several commissions 
leading to break-up of State-Church System in Norway 
 
Trond has also served as a Vicar (1993-2005) and (rural) Dean (2000-
2018). 
 
 

 

Professor Francis Campbell 
 
In February 2020, Professor Campbell became the fourth Vice Chancellor 
of The University of Notre Dame Australia. He also holds the position of 
Professor, International Relations. He was previously the Vice Chancellor 
at St Mary’s University Twickenham, London. 
  
He is currently serving as a Trustee of Forward Thinking (London), a 
Governor of the Forrest Research Foundation, member of the Divine 
Word University Council, member of the Association of Catholic Colleges 
and Universities Board of Directors and is a founding member of the 
International Council on Human Trafficking at St Thomas University, 
Miami, School of Law. 
 
Previously Professor Campbell served in the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, United Nations Security Council in New York, the European 
Union, the Foreign & Commonwealth Office and Amnesty International. 
Serving on the staff of then Prime Minister, Tony Blair, from 1999-2003, 
he then served as Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Holy See from 2005-



2011. From 2011-13, he served as Deputy High Commissioner in 
Pakistan. 
 
 

 

Rabbi Yitzhak Daniel 
 
Rabbi Yitshak Daniel, Head of the House of Instruction at the Office Of 
The Rishon Lezion Chief Rabbi Of Israel Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef, coordinates 
all halachic questions that come to the office and Secretary of the Chief 
Rabbinate Council of Israel, coordinates all of the council's discussions 
and decisions, since 2013. 
 
 

 

Professor John Esposito 
 
University Professor, Professor of Religion and International Affairs and 
of Islamic Studies at Georgetown University, John L. Esposito is Founding 
Director of the Alwaleed Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding and 
The Bridge Initiative: Protecting Pluralism – Ending Islamophobia in the 
Walsh School of Foreign Service. 
 
Past President of the American Academy of Religion and Middle East 
Studies Association of North America, Esposito has been a member of the 
World Economic Forum’s Council of 100 Leaders and the E. C. European 
Network of Experts on De Radicalisation, a Senior Scientist for The Gallup 
Center for Muslim Studies, and an ambassador for the UN Alliance of 
Civilizations. He has served as a consultant to the U.S. Department of 
State and other agencies, European and Asian governments,  
corporations, universities, and media worldwide. 
 
Esposito’s more than 55 books include: Shariah: What Everyone Needs 
to Know (with Natana Delong-Bas), Islam and Democracy after the Arab 
Spring (with J. Voll & Tamara Sonn), Religion and Violence, Who Speaks 
for Islam? What a Billion Muslims Really Think (with Dalia Mogahed), 
What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam, The Future of Islam, 
Islamophobia and the Challenge of Pluralism in the 21st Century, Unholy 
War: Terror in the Name of Islam, The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality?, 
Islam and Politics, Makers of Contemporary Islam and Islam and 
Democracy (with John O. Voll), Asian Islam in the 21st Century (John Voll 
& Osman Bakar), World Religions Today and Religion and Globalization 
(with D. Fasching & T. Lewis), Islam: The Straight Path. Dr. Esposito’s 
books have been translated into more than 50 languages. 
 
 

 

Dr Abdullah Faliq 
 
Dr Abdullah Faliq is the Managing Director at The Cordoba Foundation 
and a Founder Member of the European Network on Religion and Belief 
(ENORB). An Hon. Research Fellow at the London Metropolitan 
University, he has an MA in Middle East Politics (Durham University), a 
PhD (University of London) in Arab political Islam. He studied Arabic 
Language and Islamic Studies in Egypt and Jordan. He has worked in 
university, government and policy, publishing and media settings for  
several decades and has a considerable publishing portfolio, including 
editing Arches, KhartoumPost, The MENA Report, Insights, Spotlight, 
Islamism Digest and several other reports and toolkits. To  
date, he has edited over 150 journal and report publications. 



Faliq founded Britain’s first Muslim radio station, Muslim Community 
Radio and also provides tailored media training, research and strategy 
consultancy to young professionals, media outlets, BAME and Muslim 
organisations as well as state institutions in a number of countries. 
 
He has been the President of the Young Muslim Organisation UK (1994-
6); involved with the Muslim Council of Britain since its inception, and a 
trustee at The East London Mosque (helped set up UK’s first Muslim 
Archives and StrongRoom). 
 
He founded the Bosnia Heritage Foundation and is a trustee for the 
Education Aid for Palestinians, and All Faiths and None, respectively. He 
is the Founding Director of Global Forum for Good Governance; Founder 
and Executive Director at Centre for British-Turkish Understanding; and 
serves as an advisor to Mindstream-AI (Mayor of London) Academies 
Hub and Al-Ray al-Aam newspaper (Sudan). 
  
He was Research and Strategy Director at Global South (Istanbul); 
Assistant Editor for Islamism Digest produced by the Centre for the Study 
of Terrorism; Research Consultant for TRT World Forum (2017); CEO of 
Justice for Rohingya Minority; chair of Enough Coalition Against 
Islamophobia; and until 2021, he was the Policy Advisor of the Turkish 
AK Party UK.  
 
He has hosted several state leaders, including Dato Seri Anwar Ibrahim 
of Malaysia; President Tayyib Erdogan; the current and former Grand 
Muftis of Bosnia-Herzegovina as well as the President of Bosnia; Shaykh 
Ramadan Yaqoub, Grand Mufti of Lithuania and Salih Hudayar, Prime 
Minister of East Turkestan Government-in-Exile. 
A long-term campaigner, he has been active in advocacy and human 
rights for Palestinians, Rohingya, and Uyghur Muslims of East Turkistan; 
also supporting victims of the genocides and persecution in Bosnia, South 
Darfur, Kashmir, Sri Lanka, and others. 
 
 

 

Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald 
 
Cardinal Michael Fitzgerald was born in Walsall, West Midlands, in 1937. 
He joined the Society of the Missionaries of Africa (popularly known as 
the White Fathers because of the colour of their habit) and was ordained 
a priest in 1961.  
 
After further studies in Theology and Arabic, he joined the staff of the 
Pontifical Institute of Arabic and Islamic studies in Rome. He taught for 
two years at Makerere University in Uganda before returning to the 
Institute in Rome which he directed for six years. After two years of parish 
work in Sudan he was elected a member of the General Council of the 
Missionaries of Africa. Then, in 1987, he was appointed Secretary of the 
Secretariat for Non-Christians (later to become the Pontifical Council for 
Interreligious Dialogue, now Dicastery for Interreligious Dialogue).  
 
He was ordained bishop by Pope Saint John Paul II in 1992 and became 
Archbishop in 2002 when he was appointed President of the Pontifical 
Council.  In 2006, he was appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Egypt and 
Delegate to the League of Arab States. Retiring as Nuncio in 2012, he 
joined a Missionary of Africa Community in Jerusalem.  
 



In 2018, soon after the Missionaries of Africa had been welcomed to the 
Archdiocese of Liverpool, with a mandate to work with migrants and in 
inter-faith relations, he became part of the community at St Vincent de 
Paul parish. He has been incorporated into the Archdiocesan 
Commission for Dialogue and Unity as an advisor for interfaith affairs. In 
2019 he became the Patron of the charity “Fellowship and Aid to 
Christians in the East” (FACE). On 5 October 2020 he was created 
Cardinal by Pope Francis, and in the New Year’s Honours for 2021 he was 
awarded the OBE for his services to interfaith and inter-church 
partnerships. 
 
In 2022 Liverpool Hope University, an Ecumenical Institute, awarded 
Cardinal Michael an Honorary Degree of Doctor of Divinity in recognition 
for his work of fostering links and friendship across the Merseyside.  
 
 

 

Reverend Joe Gormley 
 
Joe is a Parish Priest in Holy Family Derry City/Londonderry in Ireland. He 
has served over twenty-three years as a priest in the city, most recently 
until August in the parish of St Mary’s Creggan. In both parishes he has 
been involved in dialogue as a  religious leader in a parish  with various 
police, community, political and paramilitary groups in contentious 
political and local issues.  
 
He believes that at the heart of any dialogue is the recognition of the God 
given humanity of the participants, he attempts to see others first and 
foremost as human beings as created in the image and likeness of God 
yet weak and frail like himself. As human beings we have the potential to 
bridge difficult issues with both principle and compassion intact. 
 
He feels the starting point is to recognise the innate value of the human 
being with whom we are in dialogue and to seek to learn from the other 
through genuine listening. This listening is more important than showing 
that one’s position is the right one and does not compromise one’s 
principle underpinning the position but seeks to understand the very 
human reasons why someone may hold a position that is totally contrary 
to his own. 
  
 

 

Mr Michael Harte 
 
Michael is an established Chief Operating Officer, leading change, 
transformation and growth and operational risk management with strong 
SMR experience. Previously at Santander, Mortgage re-platforming (May 
2020), Barclays, Group Services re-structure  (2014-18) and CBA re-
platforming (2006-13). 
 
He and his team developed and delivered CBA’s Core bank AUD1.5bn 
real time re-platform, created the first Open data analytics and AI platform 
with Berkeley’s AMP Spark Lab and enabled the first major Bank agile 
DevOps capabilities scale. 
 
Michael created and scaled Barclays open innovation platform Rise 
https://rise.barclays/ for the identification and investment in fast 
growing FinTech (Some 5bn in combined value created in the portfolio 
companies). As head of Ops and Tech delivered the Barclays Group 



Service Company, along with some £1.5Bn in operating expense 
reduction. 
 
Michael is an Industry Research Fellow with MIT (CISR) researching 
Technology / Digital Value, Digital Business models and Transformation 
performance. Current research is focussed on the performance and 
quantification of digital returns (In public and private investment 
markets(VC,PE)) from open banking, Fin-Techs, Neo Banks, and shifts in 
networks / ecosystem business models. https://cisr.mit.edu/.  
 
Michael is currently advising Centre.io on structure and strategies for 
issuing USDC in major global banks. 
 
Michaels work covers emergent, edge, cloud and core computing and 
communications and is diverse across Customer insights, Decision 
science, AI, DeFI, Tokenisation and in-depth applications such as Zero 
Knowledge Proofs. All the while doing primary and social research to 
reveal commercial application value. Notable Cases have been with 
TenCent, WeBank, Ping An, Standard Bank and Bradesco. 
 
 

 

Dr Ed Kessler, MBE 
 
Dr Edward Kessler, MBE is Founder President of the Woolf Institute and 
a leading thinker in interfaith relations, primarily, Jewish-Christian-
Muslim Relations. He founded the Woolf Institute, originally called the 
Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations, 1998 and was elected Fellow of St 
Edmund's College in 2002; in 2007, Dr Kessler was described by The 
Times Higher Education Supplement (London) as 'probably the most 
prolific interfaith figure in British academia' and in 2011 was awarded an 
MBE for services to interfaith relations.  
 
He has written or edited 12 books, including An Introduction to Jewish-
Christian Relations (Cambridge, 2010), Jews, Christians and Muslims in 
Encounter (SCM, 2013) and Jesus (The History Press, 2016). He is 
presently editing a Documentary History of Jewish-Christian Relations 
(Cambridge, 2023). He was Convenor and Vice-Chair of the Commission 
on Religion and Belief in British Public Life (2013-15), which published a 
major policy report entitled, Living with Difference and Principal 
Investigator of the Woolf Diversity Study, a study of diversity in England 
and Wales (2017-19), which published a major policy report entitled, 
How We Get Along. 
 
Kessler regularly appears in the media commenting on religion and belief 
issues of the day, such as presenting a BBCR4 documentary entitled 'We 
do do God' (2019), is a regular contributor to the Woolf Institute blog and 
hosts the weekly podcast Naked Reflections. He also presented the 
series, Covid-19 Chronicles (2020), which consists of more than 50 
interviews with faith leaders on the impact of the coronavirus on religion 
and belief. He wrote and presented two A-Z podcasts (2018-20), An A-Z 
of Believing: From Atheism to Zealotry and An A-Z of the Holy Land: From 
Arab to Zion. 
 
 



 

Rabbi Shlomo Kook 
 
From 2016, Shlomo was editor-in-chief of the Jewish Orthodox 
newspaper Bakhilah. The position includes close contact and coverage of 
the Jewish communities in the USA and Europe. In the same year he was 
also providing a communication consulting service to the Ministry of  
Religious Services. Shlomo has been presenting a weekly Jewish idea on 
TV Channel 2. 
 
From 2015, he was the representative of the Chief Rabbinate at the 
annual world congress for leaders of religions in Kazakhstan. Between 
2014 – 2015 he has been writing a weekly opinion column on the KAV 
ITONUT network and on the website BHOL. Between 2011-2013 he was 
spokesman of the House of THE JEWISH ORTHODOX LEADER Rabbi 
Yosef Shalom Eliashiv, including regular contact with rabbis, Jewish  
communities and foreign media abroad. 
 
Between 2010 - 2007 Shlomo was editor of "the week in Jerusalem" - 
press line. From 2007 he was Editor of the monthly MAGAZINE covering 
the activities of the Jewish communities in the Diaspora, under 'European 
Rabbinic Center '. 2005 - 2004 he was writer and founder of the Jewish 
Channel on the NRG Ma'ariv website and between 2006 - 2003 magazine 
writer in the newspaper 'Bakhila’, 
 
 

 

Mr Daniel Langford 
 
Daniel Langford is the Director of Operations for GlocalNet and Multi-
Faith Neighbors Network in Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas.  Before that, he 
was the Student Pastor at Northwood Church under Pastor Bob Roberts.  
He holds a Business Marketing degree from Texas A&M University.  He 
then received a Master’s in Christian Education from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, TX.  Daniel and his wife, 
Paige, have two young daughters, Molly and Nola. 
 
 

 

Rev. Dr Gary Mason 
 
Rev. Dr Gary Mason is a Methodist minister and directs a conflict 
transformation organisation based in Belfast called "Rethinking Conflict." 
Prior to this he spent 27 years as a Methodist clergy person in parish 
ministry in Belfast and has played an integral role in the Northern Irish 
peace process. He played a key role in establishing the $30 million 
Skainos project which is a world class urban centre developed in a post 
conflict society as a model of co-existence and shared space, it is 
acknowledged as the largest faith-based redevelopment project in 
Western Europe.  
 
Mason is a close advisor to Protestant ex-combatants on the civilianisation 
efforts of paramilitaries. He was instrumental in facilitating negotiations 
with paramilitaries and government officials, and in 2007 his contribution 
was formally recognised by the Queen. In 2009, Mason’s church was the 
stage from which Loyalist paramilitaries announced their weapons 
decommissioning.  
 
Mason has lectured in political and academic forums throughout Europe, 
South Africa, the Middle East and the U.S.A. on lessons from the Irish 



peace process. He has been interviewed on CNN, BBC, ITV and various 
radio programs. He holds a PhD in Psychology from the University of 
Ulster, completed his theological studies at Queens University, and a 
Bachelor’s in Business Studies from the University of Ulster. Gary also 
holds an honorary doctorate from Florida Southern College for his role in 
peace building in Ireland.   
 
Gary is a Senior Research Fellow at the Kennedy Institute for Conflict 
Intervention at Maynooth University in Ireland. He is an Adjunct 
Professor at the Candler School of theology at Emory University in Atlanta 
lecturing on reconciliation, peace building, the history of the N. Ireland 
conflict, racism, Christian Nationalism, sectarianism and conflict 
transformation. Gary is an affiliated expert and partner to the Negotiation 
Strategies Institute, a Harvard University programme on negotiation. 
Gary is an international advisor at the European Wasitia Graduate School 
for Peace and Conflict Resolution at the University of Flensburg in 
Germany. He is also a visiting academic expert at the University of Central 
Florida. 
 
 

 

Mr Oliver McTernan 
 
Director and co-Founder of Forward Thinking – a London based charity 
that works to prevent and resolve conflict at a national and global level. 
 
Prior to founding Forward Thinking in 2004 he was senior advisor to the 
Club of Madrid, a group of former Heads of State and Government 
committed to supporting governments in transition to democracy.  
 
From 2000-2003 he was a Visiting Fellow of the Weatherhead Center for 
International Affairs, Harvard University, where he studied the failure of 
peace processes and the relationship between religion and conflict. 
  
For 25 years he was a member of the Executive Committee of Pax Christi 
International and was responsible for the movements East-West Dialogue 
programme. He was engaged in dialogue at the highest level of the Soviet 
government. 
  
For 30 years he promoted inter-faith dialogue and in 1998 he was 
awarded the International Gold Medallion for his ‘outstanding 
contribution to inter-faith understanding’. 
  
He stepped down as a Catholic priest in 2000 to focus on his work in 
conflict resolution.  
 
His book ‘Violence in God’s Name’ was published in August 2003. It 
explores the roots of violence within each of the major faith traditions and 
the need to promote inclusive processes in the search for peace. 
 
 



 

Rabbi Shem-Tov Menachem  
 
Born in Herzliya, Israel 1969, youngest of five children, Iraqi origin.  
At the age of five he attended Talmud Torah day school and continued 
on to yeshiva Ketanah under the auspices of Rabbi Yacobovitz – Chief 
Rabbi of Herzliya. He moved on to Yeshiva gedolah in Monsey/America 
where he was very involved in Kiruv work organization Rabbi Menachem 
came back to Israel and learned in Ponavitch Yeshiva until his marriage. 
 
Rabbi Menachem married his English wife Shoshana in Manchester. 
Having built up connections with the expat Israeli's in Manchester he was 
able to give over Shiurim/ lessons in the main Sephardic synagogue –
"Shaaray Tefillah" in North Manchester, he was an address for the Israeli's 
if they had any questions or problems they wanted to discuss. 
  
Year 2000 Rabbi Menachem retuned to Israel to be a founder of a new 
town called Elad and he became the Deputy Mayor, he was involved in 
opening schools/ yeshivot/ synagogues and kollelim. In 2001 he 
established the synagogue "Shaarey Rachamim" and made it into a 
community center where there are daily shiurim, groups for children, and 
lectures on a weekly basis. In 2007 he was appointed by the chief Rabbi's 
to be Chairman of the Rabbinate Union For religious dialogue, since he 
has a vast knowledge of Judaism and the Islam world. The UNDP 
appointed Rabbi Menachem to work as mediation for the conflicts 
between the Arabs / Israeli's, throughout the years Rabbi Menachem 
runs a few different groups of Charedim (Rabbis, ladies, youth, young 
charedi Advocates’ and politicians. 
Rabbi Menachem represents the ultra-orthodox ideals regarding the 
Arab/Israel conflict in various forum (Kenes Yafo, student panels in 
various universities) and specifically to the international diplomatic 
community. Special advisor for minister and member of the kenesset. 
 
 

 

Mr Jordan Morgan 
 
Jordan directs Forward Thinking’s Middle East programme which aims to 
deliver intensive and expansive processes of political dialogue and high 
level mediation in the region. 
 
In the past, Jordan managed Forward Thinking’s UK Programmes 
advising grassroots Muslim communities on how to engage with both the 
Establishment (parliamentarians, policy makers and the national media) 
and wider British society without fearing the loss of their faith identity. 
 
He was formerly a researcher at a think tank specialising in political 
violence and currently serves as a trustee of the Drive Forward 
Foundation. 
 
He read Geography at Aberystwyth University and holds an MA in 
Geopolitics, Territory and Security from King’s College London. 
 
 



 

Very Rev. Dr Ken Newell 
 
Ken Newell is the retired Minister of Fitzroy Presbyterian Church, Belfast 
(1976-2008), and a former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. His ministry was overshadowed by ‘The Troubles of Northern 
Ireland’ (1968-1998), during which he co-founded the Clonard-Fitzroy 
Fellowship, linking the Catholic Clonard Monastery in West Belfast with 
Fitzroy in South Belfast.  
 
Inspired by the Gospel of Christ they challenged violence, toxic political 
attitudes, and entrenched religious animosities and championed a culture 
of togetherness, dialogue, and reconciliation which eventually witnessed 
the flowering of peace.  
 
In 1999 Fellowship was awarded the Pax Christi International Peace 
Award. 
 
 

 

Canon David Porter 
 
David is a lay canon at Coventry Cathedral and for the last six and a half 
years has been Chief of Staff to the Archbishop of Canterbury. He 
previously served for 3 years as Director for Reconciliation for 
Archbishop Justin and for 5 years as Canon Director for Reconciliation at 
Coventry Cathedral. 
 
His background is in Peacebuilding in Northern Ireland where he was Co-
founder and then director of a faith-based reconciliation ministry over an 
18-year period. He served on the N Ireland Civic Forum, Community 
Relations Council and was a member of the British government's 
Consultative Group on the Past. 
 
He is currently chair of Reconciliation Leaders Network and a Trustee of 
the British Irish Association. 
 
 

 

Dr Bob Roberts Jr 
 
Dr Bob Roberts, Jr. is the founder of GlocalNet, a ministry dedicated to 
mobilizing the church for transformation in the public square and co-
founder of Multi-Faith Neighbors Network (MFNN), a multifaith 
organization committed to creating international religious freedom 
through intentional cross-cultural relationships. 
 
Over the past 20 years Bob has been a trailblazer in the peace making and 
international religious freedom arenas, frequently being called upon by 
the U.S. Department of State, United Nations, U.S. Islamic World Forum, 
World Economic Forum, ambassadors, international royal families, 
diplomats, policy leaders, and others for his groundbreaking work in this 
field. He seeks to build and execute a model whereby multi-faith and 
church planting combine to create flourishing cities. Dr. Roberts’ has had 
the honor of engaging in bridge-building efforts in Saudi Arabia, Vietnam, 
Israel, Pakistan, India, Afghanistan, Indonesia, Egypt, West Bank, Iraq, 
Kuwait, Iran, Mexico, Brazil, Australia, and others. 
 
Bob started and led Northwood Church in Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX for over 
30 years and now enjoys his role as Founding Global Pastor. He is the 



author of six books: Transformation, Glocalization, The Multiplying 
Church, Real Time Connection, Bold as Love and Lessons from the East.  
He is also host of the Bold Love podcast where he tells stories of his 
journey along with interviewing friends he’s met along the way 
encouraging people to boldly love your neighbor. 
 
Bob is a graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary (Doctorate of Ministry), 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (Masters of Divinity), and 
Baylor University (BA). He and his wife Niki have two children and three 
grandchildren. 
 
 

 

Mr William Sieghart 
 
William Sieghart is the co-founder and Chairman of Forward Thinking. He 
has played an active role in the organisation, travelling to the Middle East 
and North Africa since Forward Thinking’s inception in 2005. 
 
William is a broadcaster and best-selling author of the Poetry Pharmacy 
series, founder of National Poetry Day and the Forward Prizes for Poetry. 
He has been Chairman of Somerset House, a member of the Arts Council 
and Chairman of its Lottery Board, Chairman of the Arts Foundation and 
has been a trustee of Reprieve, The British Institute for Human Rights, 
Index on Censorship, Free Word and the Royal Society of Arts. 
He is currently Chairman of Streetsmart, Action for the Homeless, and is 
a founder trustee of the Grenfell Foundation. 
 
 

 

Mr Peter Weiderud 
 
Peter Weiderud is presently Special Advisor for Religion in Conflict and 
Peacebuilding in the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Department for 
UN Policy, Conflict and Humanitarian Affairs. Between 2015 and 2018 he 
was Director for the Swedish Institute Alexandria, the ministries platform 
for dialogue between Countries of Europe and the Countries of Middle 
East and North Africa, with a particular focus on religion, culture, and 
human rights.  
 
Mr Weiderud was President of the Religious Social Democrats of Sweden 
2005-2015 and in this capacity also member of the Executive Committee 
and Party Board of the Social Democratic Party of Sweden. Mr Weiderud 
has previously served as and Senior Advisor to the Swedish Foreign 
Ministers Lena Hjelm-Wallén and Anna Lindh, 1994-99, Director for 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva between 2002-06, International Director 
of Church of Sweden 1999-2002, Chief Executive Officer of the European 
Training and Technology Center in Erbil, Iraq, 2011-13, and General 
Secretary of the Parliamentary Forum on Small Arms and Lights Weapons 
2007-15 and Personal Assistant to the Bishop of the Diocese of Västerås, 
Church of Sweden, 1989-94. He has further been General Secretary and 
President of the Christian Peace Movement in Sweden, President of the 
Swedish Foundation for Human Rights and Director for the Unit for 
Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation of the Christian Council of 
Sweden. 
 
Mr Weiderud has a BA in Journalism from Stockholm University and 
Certificates in Peace and Conflict studies and Management from the 



University of Uppsala. He has been Facilitator of the Religious Track of 
the Cyprus Peace Process since the beginning in 2009. He is member of 
the OSCE/ODIHR Expert panel on Freedom of Religion or Belief. 
 
 

 

Mr Julian Weinberg 
 
Julian is the Political Dialogues Director and Helsinki Policy Forum 
Manager for Forward Thinking.  Julian is responsible for overseeing 
Forward Thinking’s political dialogues in the Gulf-MENA region, 
including Egypt, Libya and Tunisia as well as the Helsinki Policy Forum. 
 
At Forward Thinking he has managed the Tunisian Political Pluralism 
Dialogue Process (2012-2014), the Egyptian Economic Political Dialogue 
Process (2012-2013) and the Nyon Process (2010-2014).  Julian served 
as a Specialist Adviser to the House of Commons Foreign Affairs 
Committee between 2016-2017. He currently sits on the Advisory Board 
of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Tunisia. 
 
Before joining Forward Thinking, Julian worked as a senior Middle East 
analyst for a political risk and strategic advisory firm (2009-10) and 
studied Arabic and worked as a freelance journalist in Damascus (2008-
9). He graduated from the University of Bristol in 2006 with a First-Class 
Honours Degree in Theology and Religious Studies. 
 
 

 

The Very Reverend Rabbi Eliezer Simcha Weisz 
 
Manchester-born Rabbi E. S. Weisz served as minister of the Whitefield 
Hebrew Congregation, Manchester (c.1973-c.1981) before moving to 
Israel, where he served as rabbi of the Kfar Haroeh community and Emek 
Hefer District Council for thirty years before stepping down in 2017. In 
2018, he became the first former UK rabbi to be appointed to the Council 
of the Israeli Chief Rabbinate. He is a qualified Lawyer in Israel and 
Solicitor in England. 
 
Rabbi Weisz is the author of many books and articles on different aspects 
of Judaism and as a member of the Chief Rabbinate Committee for 
furthering Harmony and Peace has been  the representative of the Israeli 
Chief Rabbinate at national and international meetings of World Religious 
Faiths in the endeavor to further understanding between faith and 
peoples. 
 
 

 

Rishon Le Zion Chief Rabbi of Israel Yitzhak Yosef 
 
Yitzhak Yosef (Hebrew: יצחק יוסף  ) is the Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Israel 
(known as the Rishon LeZion), the rosh yeshiva of Yeshivat Hazon 
Ovadia, and the author of a set of books on halakha (Jewish law) called 
Yalkut Yosef.  
 
 

 


