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Andrew Barnett 
 
Andrew is a public servant and social entrepreneur with three decade’s 
experience of collaborating across different sectors to bring positive 
change to the lives of underserved citizens and communities. In doing so, 
he champions putting collaboration and people-centred innovation at the 
heart of governance, strategy, and communications.  
 
He was for fifteen years director of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation 
in the UK which, among other things, helped establish the Campaign to 
End Loneliness and promoted the ‘civic role’ of arts organisations. He 
previously held senior roles at the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, HSBC 
Group, and Arts Council of England. His extensive experience as a non-
executive includes chairing a housing association in special measures and 
serving as senior independent member of Healthwatch England.  
 
He currently chairs the trustee board for the Church Urban Fund, the 
national mobiliser for faith-based social action in England with reach to 
16,000 Church of England parishes. He was awarded an OBE for services 
to social change in the 2021 New Years’ Honours List. 
 
 
 
 



 

Denise Bentley 
 
Denise founded First Love Foundation in 2010 with a vision to transform 
society through developing projects that tackle the underlying causes of 
poverty and crisis. 
 
She pioneered a hub-style response featuring holistic support, rapid 
access to expert advice alongside short-term emergency food aid. 
Through it she has seen the transformational effect it has had on people’s 
lives, setting the benchmark for what is now known as wraparound 
support, as well as attaining key changes in welfare policy. 
 
Denise is a passionate advocate, accomplished international speaker, 
respected governmental advisor, FFCC Commissioner and Independent 
Chair of Bank of England Citizens Panel for Greater London 
 
 

 

Margaret Bolton 
 
Margaret Bolton is Director of Policy and Communications at Local Trust. 
She has worked in a number of high profile policy, campaigning and 
communications roles including at NCVO and Arts Council England. She 
ran the campaign to get an equal share of lottery proceeds for charities 
and has led influential programmes of work on charity taxation – which 
significantly extended reliefs – and the reform of charity law. The last of 
these led to a Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit project to which she was 
seconded as Voluntary Sector Advisor.  
 
Before joining Local Trust she was a consultant for a number of years 
working primarily on social investment, social innovation and charity 
effectiveness undertaking research and writing numerous reports 
including the report for the Calouste Gulbenkian Inquiry into the Civic 
Role of Arts Organisations. 
 

 

Will Brett 
 
Will is a campaigns, communications and public affairs consultant with 15 
years’ experience in political communications. His practice combines 
bottom-up, grassroots-led campaigning with high-level media and public 
affairs advocacy. He is currently Campaign Director of We’re Right Here: 
the campaign for community power which brings together local leaders 
from around the country to call for a big shift in power to the level of 
communities and neighbourhoods. 
 
Will was previously Director of Communications at the New Economics 
Foundation where he ran the Save Our Arches campaign, organising 
small businesses based in railway arches during the sale of the Network 
Rail commercial estate. He has also worked for a number of senior 
politicians, and in 2010-2012 ran the successful End Legal Loan Sharking 
campaign to regulate high-cost credit. 
 
 



 

Jack Burkinshaw  
 
Jack is Chairperson of Brereton Big Local CIO and Brereton Million 
Partnership. He started volunteering with various amateur dramatic 
societies including Lichfield Youth Theatre and a model railway club 
whilst he was at school. After buying his first home at the age of 19 in 
Brereton and Ravenhill a neighbour invited him to attend a champion 
meeting for a new charity initiative which led to his volunteering with 
Brereton Million Big Local.  
 
Over the last 9 years, Jack hasserved in various roles. The experience and 
confidence that he has gained has resulted in him joining other groups:  
 
• Kings Bromley Parish council  
• Vice Chair of the planning Committee Kings Bromley Parish  
 
Jack left school at the age of 16 as he was lucky enough to secure an 
apprenticeship to become an Electrician. He subsequently set up his own 
business, JB Electrical and Building Services in 2018 and now employs 
another qualified electrician and an apprentice. He also runs a property 
investment company Burkinshaw Properties. 
 
 

 

Daniel Crowe 
 
Daniel is Local Trust’s Policy and Parliamentary Manager, acting as 
secretariat for the All-Party Parliamentary Group for ‘left behind’ 
neighbourhoods. He is currently managing the APPG’s work and 
research programme and its inquiry into levelling up. 
  
With a background in the UK co-operative movement, policy and 
communications for local and city regional government, and research for 
think tanks working on public services and community empowerment, his 
work at Local Trust leading on policy around ‘left behind’ 
neighbourhoods draws on his professional experience, personal interests 
and history of community activism and neighbourhood governance. 
 
 

 

Millie Dessent 
 
Interested in how we can ensure communities have a genuine say in 
issues that matter to them, Millie has worked with Local Trust to develop 
the consultation on community and neighbourhood governance. She 
previously worked in social research in Welsh Government, and before 
that at Local Trust. When Millie is not thinking about all things community 
power, she works on a community supported agriculture project in 
Cardiff, providing nutritious and sustainable food to the local area. 
 
 



 

Justin Griggs 
 
Justin has been Head of Policy and Communications at the National 
Association of Local Councils - the membership organisation 
representing the first tier of local government in England - since 2018 and 
has held several roles since joining in 2000. He has previously worked for 
a district council and a unitary council as well as in the private sector. 
  
Justin has extensive experience in leading successful national campaigns, 
influencing Parliament and successive governments, and overseeing 
major programmes. He was instrumental in NALC’s campaign to change 
the law to allow the creation of local councils in London and the 
establishment of Queen’s Park Community Council in Westminster. 
  
Originally from south-east Kent, he attended Staffordshire University 
where he studied business and management at undergraduate and 
postgraduate level, spending a placement year in the chief executive’s 
department of Stoke-on-Trent City Council working on local government 
reorganisation. He is a member of the Chartered Management Institute 
and the Chartered Institute of Public Relations. 
  
Justin is a keen runner and member of Plumstead Runners in southeast 
London, has an eclectic taste in music including a passion for musicals, 
and lives in Kent with his partner and their three school-age children. He 
is one of two members of his family to feature in the Wisden cricketing 
almanack and he retains his childhood ambition to play professional 
snooker. 
 
 

 

Val Fendley 
 
Val has always worked with people in community settings – for the first 
twenty five years of her career in the library service within Peterborough 
and Cambridgeshire, which involved dealing with people from every 
background and socio economic group. One day helping a university 
student with their research and another having a chat with someone who 
had come into a free public space to keep warm. Libraries are more about 
people than books or computers.  
 
After leaving the library service Val continued working with people but 
trained in community development. The past fifteen years have been 
focussed on helping people to bring about change, for themselves and 
their communities. She has been based in the Cambridgeshire Fens in a 
small rural market town called Ramsey. She is passionate about her role, 
helping people keep their community vibrant and thriving. Big Local is 
part of this - an amazing opportunity for 150 areas in England which 
started in 2012. Val helped to engage local residents, to consult with 
them, to get their ideas - with £1 million of Big Local lottery funding 
coming into the area, what could we do? Together we developed a vision 
and community plan to bring about lasting change. It’s been a privilege 
seeing that change come to life and make real impact. 
 
 



 

Alison Haskins 
 
Alison is the CEO of Halifax Opportunities Trust, a community anchor 
rooted in Park ward to the west of the town centre. She is also Chair of 
Locality, the national network supporting community organisations to be 
strong and successful. 
 
Originally trained as a fashion designer, Alison set up and ran her own 
retail and design business after graduating and then spent 6 years living 
and working in Lesotho and South Africa. During this time, she taught in 
vocational colleges, whilst developing her understanding and passion for 
politics, social justice and community economic empowerment. This led 
her to an MA in International Development and her subsequent roles 
within the voluntary and community sector in Yorkshire since 1997. 
 
 
 

 

Matt Leach 
 
Matt has been CEO of Local Trust since 2017.   Prior to joining Local Trust, 
Matt led social housing innovation agency HACT, spent time as a director 
at the ResPublica think tank and held a range of senior leadership roles in 
central government and the wider public sector, including as CEO of civil 
society funder Capacitybuilders, Executive Director at social housing 
investment agency the Housing Corporation and founding Director of the 
London Thames Gateway Development Corporation. 
 
 
 
 

 

Ben Lee 
 
Ben has been involved in public policy research and development for 25 
years. Much of his work relates to community renewal and public services 
at the neighbourhood level. He is currently on the senior team at the 
consultancy Shared Intelligence most often engaged in designing 
research, supporting organisations to evidence impact, conducting policy 
review, and facilitating peer learning. He works with community 
volunteers, public sector professionals, and elected representatives. He 
has also ended up being an expert on public libraries. He was a founding 
trustee of Local Trust from 2012 to 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Toby Lloyd 
 
Toby is a housing and regeneration policy expert and independent 
consultant. In 2020-21 he served as the chair of No Place Left Behind: the 
Commission into Prosperity and Community Placemaking, set up by the 
Create Streets Foundation to explore the potential for community 
empowerment and placemaking to improve lives and neighbourhoods in 
left behind places. He was previously the No 10 Special Adviser on 
housing and local government to Prime Minister Theresa May. 
 
Toby has worked as an advisor on housing and regeneration to local 
councils, housing associations, developers and the Mayor of London, 
before spending seven years as head of policy for Shelter. In 2014 he led 
a cross-industry proposal for a new garden city that was the runner-up for 
the Wolfson Economics Prize. His book, Rethinking the Economics of 
Land and Housing, co-authored with two UCL economists, was published 
in 2017. He is a Fellow of think tanks Onward and Create Streets, and an 
Honorary Associate Professor at UCL. 
 
 

 

Sue Merriman 
 
Sue started with Brereton Million in 2013 and was employed on a 
temporary contract to help her area consult the residents on what they 
loved about their area and what they would improve. Fast forward 9 years 
and Sue is still here telling the Big local story. Sue loves her job and works 
around the clock but if you give her a day off, she will come back the next 
day full of ideas. Her biggest strength is her imagination. Sue is always 
looking for idea’s and spends hours at night working out how she can 
solve an issue, problem or create something new or take a project to the 
next level. Sue is a huge Disney fan so that probably explains her 
imagination… 
 
 

 

Kunle Olulode 
 
Kunle has been awarded an MBE for his contributions within the Black 
and Minoritised sector in 2022. As a trade union activist at Camden 
Council, from 2002 - 2011, he led the Camden Black Workers staff group. 
He represented over 500 Black and Asian staff members and founded its 
award-winning Camden Black History Forum.  
 
Kunle believes that it is time to develop a new narrative around race 
equality away from deficit models. Working in a sector that, he is acutely 
aware of how the lack of diversity in thought is crippling serious debate 
on social policy issues, particularly Race.  
 
Kunle is a regular on television and radio including Radio London, Al 
Jazeera, Sky TV, RT on debates relating to politics the arts, diversity and 
race. With a long-standing interest in arts development particularly in 
film, he is on the programming steering group for African Odessey at 
London's South Bank. 
 
Kunle is a trustee of the English Heritage Trust, which is responsible for 
some of England most iconic buildings, monuments and landmarks 
including Hadrian's Wall, Stone Henge, Portchester Castle and Kenwood 
House. He also sits on the advisory board of Hawthorn Communications. 



 
 

 

Gavin Parker 
 
Gavin holds the Chair of Planning Studies at the University of Reading, 
UK he is both a Fellow of the Royal Town Planning Institute (FRTPI) and 
Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences (FAcSS). Prof Parker has a 
strong interest in policy and theory germane to community planning, 
citizenship, participation and governance. This cuts across rural and 
urban contexts but his PhD research examined citizenship and land-use 
conflict in rural England. Gavin’s subsequent major research focus has 
been in the area of governance, public participation and community 
engagement in planning, as well as the role of consultants.  
 
Gavin led the national evaluation of neighbourhood planning research for 
DLUHC (then MHCLG in 2019-20 and in 2014 for the then DCLG and 
informed the 2017 Neighbourhood Planning Act. Gavin was one of a 
handful of external advisors drawn into the Planning White Paper policy 
development process with DLUHC in 2020-22 and his recent work was 
cited in the 2022 Levelling Up White Paper.  
 
Gavin has published more than 100 items, including five books: 
Citizenships, Contingency and the Countryside (Routledge, 2002), Key 
Concepts in Planning (Sage, 2012) with Joe Doak, He edited 
Contemporary Planning Practice (Macmillan, 2021) with Emma Street 
and wrote Enabling Participatory Planning (Policy Press, 2018) also with 
Emma Street (the latter was commended in the RTPI research awards) 
and Neighbourhood Planning in Practice (Lund Humphries, 2019), which 
won the 2019 RTPI Sir Peter Hall research excellence award. 
 
 

 

Sarah Pearson 
 
Sarah is a Professor of Social Policy Research at the Centre for Regional 
Economic Research and Director of the Social and Economic Research 
Institute (SERI) at Sheffield Hallam University. 
  
She has led projects for national and local government and UK charities 
and foundations. Recent work includes evaluation of place-based 
approaches to supporting young people at risk of knife crime and 
violence (Youth Endowment Fund), the Early Action Neighbourhood 
Fund (National Lottery Community Fund), and Children’s Communities 
(Save the Children UK). Between 2001 and 2010, she was Deputy 
Director of the ten-year evaluation of the New Deal for Communities 
Programme. 
 
 

 

Mark Pepper 
 
Mark is a lifelong resident of an housing estate on the outskirts of North 
Bristol, called Lawrence Weston. He is a father of 4 and grandfather of 5, 
who’s family all reside in the Lawrence Weston area. Lawrence Weston is 
home to 7,000 residents sharing 3,200 units of accommodation in an area 
suffering from High levels of deprivation, with 3 LSOA’s, and other issues, 
including historic lack of outside investment and funding. 
 



Mark has over 30 years of working experience based in Lawrence 
Weston, including, community development, Youth work, and Social 
Care (family early intervention and prevention), in both, private and 
public sector organisations. 
 
Marks current role is Development Manager for the grassroots charity 
and company limited by guarantee, Development Trust, that is Ambition 
Lawrence Weston. 
 
Set up and managed by local residents in 2012, Ambition Lawrence 
Weston Development Trusts main aim is the regeneration of the area by 
way of  delivering the residents written and designed Community Plan, 
“The Way Forward, 2018-2023” https://www.ambitionlw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/06/Amb-LW-community-plan-2018-2023.pdf. 
  
Mark is also the Chairperson for the Lawrence Weston Planning Forum 
and was instrumental in the delivery of the areas Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and Design Statement, adopted in 2017. 
https://www.ambitionlw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Lawrence-
Weston-NDP-Made-Plan.pdf   
 
Lawrence Weston is currently benefiting from the Lottery’s Big Local 
programme. Big Local is a Lottery funded programme in which residents 
from 150 areas in England are granted at least £1m to make a lasting and 
positive difference to their communities. Most areas have a population of 
3-8,000 and lie in districts or boroughs which were deemed to have 
received less than their fair share of lottery funding. Each area has formed 
a partnership comprising residents, local groups and organisations who 
want to make a difference.  Partnerships decide their own priorities and 
budgeting. 
 
 

 

Stephen Perez 
 
When he was working full-time as a financial analyst, Stephen did not see 
his neighbourhood much. He would wake up early, go to work in London 
and often come back home exhausted. It was only when he left his job, 
and had the opportunity to become a stay-home dad for his three at the 
time young children, that he started walking the area he lives in. He got 
to know a neighbourhood rich with cultures and diversity: people from all 
over the world sharing the same streets, each carrying their own stories. 
Stephen is now employed as the coordinator of Arches Local having 
previously been a member and chaired their volunteer led partnership.  
Arches Local is one of the residents led community groups part of the Big 
Local programme. Funded by the Big Lottery Fund and managed by the 
Local Trust, the programme provided around £1.1 million to 150 
neighbourhoods across England. Each has a prescribed area to work in 
and complete freedom to invest funds to realise their own vision of 
community change. 
 
Over the last 10 years Stephen has developed wide range of experience 
in community development at a hyper local level. Arches Local has now 
created many initiatives led by Stephen such as wide range of community 
consultations, building pocket parks, planting urban trees, summer 
holiday hunger programs, art projects, neighbourhood planning and 
large-scale street art. 
 

https://www.ambitionlw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Amb-LW-community-plan-2018-2023.pdf
https://www.ambitionlw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Amb-LW-community-plan-2018-2023.pdf
https://www.ambitionlw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Lawrence-Weston-NDP-Made-Plan.pdf
https://www.ambitionlw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Lawrence-Weston-NDP-Made-Plan.pdf


 

 

Grace Pollard 
 
Grace has been at New Local as a Senior Policy Researcher since October 
2019. New Local is an independent think tank and network of councils, 
with a mission to transform public services and unlock community power. 
 
At New Local, Grace has led work on how community power is 
developing and what it looks like in practice in the public sector. Grace 
has led on projects including Community Power: The Evidence and A 
Community-Powered NHS: Making prevention a reality. Grace also leads 
on New Local’s member research programme of outputs from peer-
learning sessions and facilitates the Community Power Practice Network 
which is an action learning set for senior strategic officers in local 
government. 
 
 

 

Katy Roberts 
 
Katy has been working as Plan Co-ordinator for (Central) Boston Big Local 
since March 2019. The role includes working closely with residents and 
bringing together both voluntary and community sector partners and 
public bodies to deliver activities and services in the Big Local area. 
 
As well as the Big Local role, Katy is a Voluntary Sector Consultant with a 
passion for rural poverty alleviation, community development, 
volunteering, financial capability and employability, having worked in a 
range of management roles in the voluntary sector in Lincolnshire for over 
15 years. 
 
 

 

Ralph Rudden 
 
For the past 15 years Ralph has sat on Trafford’s M.B.C partnership 
executive representing Communities, in 2018 he was awarded the B.E.M 
for services to the Sale West Communities. 
 
Ralph has been actively involved with the Sale West area for over 40  
years during which time he has sat on various committees including 
Chairing the Tenants and Residents committee and in 2000 taking the 
Estate through a Transfer from Manchester Council to Irwell Valley H.A . 
 
 

 

Imogen Sinclair 
 
Imogen is Director of the New Social Covenant Unit, a pressure group 
based in Parliament that promotes the strengthening of families, 
communities and the nation. Since it's inception in 2019, the Unit has 
helped to shape the political discourse around 'levelling up' including in 
the Levelling Up White Paper. Imogen has several years’ experience 
working in Parliament as well as the Centre for Social Justice. She holds a 
Masters with distinction in Philosophy which she completed under the 
supervision of the late Professor Scruton. Imogen is from Cheshire but 
now lives in East London with her husband Peter. 
 
 



 

Barbara Slasor 
 
Barbara, community development lead for Gaunless Gateway Big Local 
since January 2017. Barbara is from Newcastle upon Tyne and now lives 
in County Durham, close to Bishop Auckland. As a paid worker, working 
for Gaunless Gateway Big Local, Barbara takes action on decisions made 
by a partnership of local residents, who decide how they want to use 
£1.15m of Big Local funding to meet community needs. In her spare time, 
Barbara has been involved in local governance as a member of small 
unincorporated groups, as a charity trustee and company director. 
 
 

 

Luke Stanley  
 
Luke is a Senior Researcher at Onward, working on the Social Fabric 
programme which deals with community and family policy. He was 
previously policy adviser to Lord Hague and a part-time member of the 
CCHQ Press team. Luke also has experience working in public affairs, at 
Hanbury Strategy, and holds a Masters degree in Political History. 

 

Sarah Stearne 
 
Sarah provides policy and research support to Local Trust’s work around 
the Levelling Up White Paper, All-Party Parliamentary Group for ‘left 
behind’ neighbourhoods and Community Wealth Fund campaign. Prior 
to joining Local Trust, Sarah completed an undergraduate degree in 
Politics and International Relations at LSE and the Graduate Diploma in 
Law at City, University of London, during which Sarah volunteered for 
Citizens Advice, advising clients on issues ranging from domestic abuse 
to debt. Sarah has previously volunteered helping to coordinate the 
logistics of a social supermarket and formerly served as a Member of 
Youth Parliament. 
 
 

 

Ed Wallis 
 
Ed is Director of Policy and Engagement at Locality, the national 
membership network for local community organisations. Ed leads 
Locality’s influential policy, research and public affairs work, and the 
development of Locality’s membership network of over 1500 community 
organisations. He was previously a director and senior research fellow at 
one of the UK’s leading think tanks and a political speechwriter.  
 
Work of particular relevance to the consultation includes Locality’s 
Commission on the Future of Localism (2018). This reviewed the impact 
of the Localism Act and made recommendations for how to devolve 
power to new neighbourhood governance institutions. Locality also 
provides the government’s neighbourhood planning advice and support 
programme.  
 
Ed is a member of the We’re Right Here campaign team, which is calling 
for a new Community Power Act. A key proposal of the campaign is to 
create Community Covenants, power sharing agreements between 
councils and communities, enabled by new community governance 
arrangements. 

 


