
 

 

 

Nurturing our Growth as Ministers 
 

Monday, 24 th  – Friday, 28 th January 2022 

 
Participants ’ Biographies  

 

Tom Atfield 
 
Tom was ordained in 2011 having previously worked as a special educational 
needs teacher. After a curacy in a market town, he spent four years in estates 
ministry before moving to his current parish, which contains a Major Church in 
2019. 
 
 
 

 

Rosie Austin 
 
Rosie followed a later calling to ordination following a career as teacher, Outdoor 
Activity Centre manager, community care worker and NHS trainer. Currently 
Rector of eight rural communities in North Devon and member of General 
Synod. 
 
 
 

 

David Banbury 
 
David is married to Kathryn and they have two grown up children. He has served 
in a wide variety of roles within the church, working for charities and in 
chaplaincy. He enjoys spending time with family, eating cake, running, watching 
American Football and he is a long-suffering supporter of Sunderland Football 
Club. 
 
 
 

 

Elizabeth Burke 
 
Elizabeth was ordained in 2013 and is the Rector for the Holsworthy Benefice in 
the Diocese of Exeter. Previously in commercial and change management. 
 
Elizabeth is married to Mick with two rescue dogs from Bosnia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Vicky Camber 
 
After studying on the Yorkshire Ministry Course, Vicky was ordained deacon in 
2010 and priest in 2011. Appointed to her current parish role in 2013 alongside 
that she was also Deanery Ministry Development Officer for five years. She has 
been Area Dean since October 2020. She continues to have a keen interest in 
growth and development, being a Vocations Advisor, and personal tutor at St 
Hild College. She keeps a keen interest in all things German, currently being 
chair of the Diocesan German link. 

 
 

 

John Connell 
 
John trained and ordained in the Church in Wales. He also served as priest in the 
CofE (10 years) in Oxford and Chelmsford Dioceses as parish priest, Chaplain to 
Bishop of Reading and a full-time hospital Chaplain. Returned to Monmouth 
Diocese in 2015 as Parish Priest of Rumney, latterly serving as Area Dean. Now 
Rector of Abergavenny with Llanwenarth Citra and Ministry Area Leader for 
Abergavenny. Single parent of two now grown-up children, recently blessed to 
become a grandfather. In a Civil Partnership for the past seven years. 
 
 

 

Neil Cook 
 
Neil serves Church Wigan, a deanery-wide benefice birthed in January 2020 out 
of the national church’s very first SDF project. Previously, he was a parish priest 
in Liverpool and Wigan and before ordination organised international events and 
exhibitions. 
 
 
 

 

Richard Cooke 
 
For the last 18 years Richard has been on the Diocesan Staff in Coventry, and is 
just about to return to full-time rural parish ministry near Stratford-upon-Avon. 
 
 

 

Kerry Dixon 
 
Kerry lives in Dundee, he loves to sail, ski and climb mountains. He is married 
with five children and three grandchildren. He is an evangelist and social change 
activist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Ian Hodges 
 
Ian grew up in a Welsh valley. First degree Information Technology that gave him 
a career in BOSCH. Married with four children. Theological training in 
Cambridge. He likes beer, taking things apart, peace and quiet (he is an INTJ), 
other humans and Jesus. 
 
 
 

 

Asa Humphreys 
 
Asa was ordained in 2015, having previously served as a Lay Chaplain, Youth 
worker and Researcher. He is 42 and recently learnt how to cycle again. He and 
his wife have been married for 14 years and they have two children. He enjoys 
reading, walking and exploring new places. 
 
 
 

 

Fiona Kouble 
 
Fiona has been the vicar of a parish in Barnsley – part of Sheffield Diocese for the 
last eight years and recently Co-Area Dean of Wath Deanery. They are in the 
process of creating Mission Areas and therefore she is in the place of taking on a 
number of other parishes, as an Oversight Minister (a new job title) – she is also 
working alongside a number of parishes and ministers who do not fully recognise 
her ministry as a female priest/Presbyter. She is also a new Training Incumbent. 
 
 

 

David Lewis 
 
David was born in Prestatyn and studied History at Keele University.  Trained St 
Michael’s College Llandaff. Ordained Deacon 1990. Priest 1991 in St Asaph 
Cathedral.  Vicar in St Asaph Diocese including Rector of Hawarden 2011-17, 
Vicar Rhos on Sea 2017-20, Vicar Llanasa, Ffynnongroyw and Trelawnyd and 
Mission Area Leader   Bryn a Mor 2020- present. Officer for Social Responsibility 
2002-14. 
 
 

 

Philip Leyshon 
 
Philip trained for the ordained ministry at Ripon College Cuddesdon, leaving in 
2003. He served curacies in Porthcawl and Caerphilly in the diocese of Llandaff, 
and as a parish priest in its Rhondda Deanery since 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Jordan Ling 
 
Jordan is currently serving three city parishes, two of which are UPA’s and 
working part-time as diocesan advisor for clergy support wellbeing. She works 
as a spiritual director and counsellor as well. She is a mum of four and loves 
singing and knitting. 
 
 
 

 

Chris MacBruthin 
 
Chris is married to Sarah and they have a five-year-old son.  He is a priest in the 
seaside parish of Castlerock and Dunboe in Northern Ireland.  Before ordination, 
he was a lecturer in English language, and a mission partner in Bolivia.  He is a 
Franciscan tertiary, and is doing a PhD in Biblical Studies.  In his spare time, he 
enjoys running, reading and cooking. 
 
 
 

 

Luke Maguire 
 
Currently serving in the Diocese of Manchester, Luke is a parish priest, married 
to Laura and with two young children, Anna (7) and Eric (4). He studied German 
at the University of Warwick before ministerial formation at the College of the 
Resurrection, Mirfield.  He served curacies in Rochdale and Salford before taking 
up his present role in Stretford. Luke likes doing sport, especially indoor 
climbing, and is partial to roast chicken. 
 
 
 

 

Aidan Platten 
 
Aidan has been at Norwich Cathedral for just over four years, having served in 
London as a Parish Priest and in Gloucester as a Bishop’s Chaplain. Aidan is 
married with three children and enjoys sailing, restoring cars and playing the 
piano in spare time. 
 
 
 

 

Roderick Reid 
 
Ordained in July 2011, Rod has been in ministry for just over a decade now, 
before that he was a Meteorologist. After three years of curacy in Waltham 
Abbey, he has been in North Essex now for 7+yrs. Married to Miriam with two 
children, Eleanor and Jacob. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Nick Ross 
 
Nick retired from the University of Birmingham to train for ordination. He 
continues to work in the church in which he served his curacy. He has a particular 
interest in interfaith work and community development. 

 
 
 
 

 

Karen Smeeton 
 
Born in Yorkshire, working in Lancashire, Karen has served all her ordained life 
in the Diocese of Manchester. Married to another priest with one daughter. 
Karen became a full time Area Dean in 2021 and is enjoying the broader 
perspective this brings to her vocation. 
 
 

 

Peter Thompson 
 
Peter has been rector of two villages in Co Tyrone for the past 15 years, and Rural 
Dean of Dungannon for the past five. He has been involved in Armagh Cathedral 
for all of that time, firstly as a minor canon and now as a Canon, and as the 
Assistant Organist. Father to three wonderful children (17, 13 and 9) and 
husband of Donna. His passion is music – performing, composing, conducting, 
studying and listening. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Chris Blakeley 
 
Chris is the founding Director of Waverley Learning, and runs their highly 
respected leadership development practice. He has run retreats and 
development programmes for the Anglican Bishops, The Salvation Army, 
PwC, NHS, Saga, McLaren Racing, Pret A Manger, Syngenta and many more. 
The continual theme of his work over twenty years has been combining 
ancient retreat practices and contemporary psychology/sociology to help 
leaders appreciate and handle the human aspects of change and growth – in 

themselves and others.  He helps people access and action their deeper 
insight and energy so that they are leading the system rather than it leading 
them. Chris also established the Crossroads Retreats Charity to provide space 
for people at difficult Crossroads in Life and runs the Waverley Learning 
Community, which provides monastic retreats for people in professional life. 
He is a Benedictine Oblate, a trained counsellor and Spiritual Director. 
 
 
Karen Stefanyszyn 

Karen is a certified Integral Coach who has held senior global roles in 
Organisation Development, Leadership Development, and Talent within a 
FTSE top 50 company. She began her career in youth work and was a member 
of the YMCA National Executive. For the past 8 years, she has been building a 
unique coaching practice enabling senior and emerging leaders to achieve 
sustained levels of functioning they had not thought possible in today’s 
pressurised world of work. Karen’s work is aimed at achieving long-term 
excellence, inviting people to sense the world as it really is today and to work 
creatively with complexity and ambiguity, preparing to deal with situations 
they cannot even anticipate yet. She is a Director of Waverley Learning, a 
Trustee of ‘Crossroads Retreats’, a Lay member of the Methodist Ministries 
Committee and a Non Exec Director at Methodist Central Hall Westminster.  
 
 
The Reverend Canon Dr Hueston Finlay 
Warden, St George’s House 
 
Hueston read Engineering and Theology at Trinity College, Dublin and 
pursued his doctoral studies at the University of London. Following ordination, 
he worked in the cathedral parish of St Canice in the County of Kilkenny, 
where he acted as Bishop’s Vicar, Diocesan Librarian and Diocesan Registrar. 
While there he taught theology in the country’s largest boarding school and 
lectured on ethics and doctrine for the diocesan adult education programme. 
He then moved to Cambridge when he was appointed as Curate to the 
University Church and Chaplain to Girton College. More recently he has 
served as Dean of Chapel, Director of Studies in Theology, and Tutor at 
Magdalene College Cambridge. He has also held an Affiliated Lectureship at 
the University of Cambridge, where he taught doctrine. He was appointed a 
Canon of St George’s Chapel in 2004 and Warden of St George’s House in 
2008. 
 



 

 

 

 
Gary McKeone 
Programme Director, St George’s House 
 

Gary joined St George’s House in 2008 as Programme Director.  Previously he 
was Literature Director at Arts Council England. Before that, he worked with 
Field Day Theatre Company in Ireland and at the Royal Festival Hall on 
London's South Bank.  Originally from Derry, N. Ireland, he was educated at 
St Columb's College and Trinity College Dublin. 
 


